
American Fact Finder 

• The Census Bureau has launched a new 

and improved tool to access data on the 

nation‟s people and economy 

• American FactFinder provides easy access 

to accurate, relevant, and timely information 

that supports learning, enhances decision 

making, and strengthens communities 
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factfinder2.census.gov 



Quickly Access Data From: 

• Decennial Census (available now) 

• American Community Survey (Fall „11) 

• Population Estimates (Fall „11) 

• Economic Census (Fall „11) 

• Annual Economic Surveys (Fall „11) 

2 



Steps to Accessing Data on AFF 2 

• Make your Selections by using: 

• Quick Start 

• Filter Options 

• Address Search 

• Reference Maps 

• View/Refine Search Results 

• Access Your Data Products 
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For more information: 

• Call the Partnership and Data Services 
staff in one of the 12 Census Bureau 
Regional Offices 

• Dallas Regional Office:  214.253.4481 

• Find answers to frequently asked 
questions 24 hours a day by clicking on 
the FAQs link at the top of any page on 
American FactFinder 2 or use the 
Feedback tool 
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www.census.gov 
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Select the AFF with the Data You Need 
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Main Page Layout for AFF2 
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Search Options: Quick Start, Filters, Address Search & Reference 
Maps + A New Addition … View 2010 Census Tables 



Scenario #1 
• Using the “View Census 2010 tables” search, 

find total population and race for all the 
census tracts in Orleans Parish, Louisiana. 
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Search Using “View 2010 Census Tables” 

1. Click on view 

2010 Census tables 

2. All the PL 94-171 

tables appear and are 

placed in the Selection Box 
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1. Click on the “Geographies” filter 

2. Type in “all census tracts within 

Orleans Parish, Louisiana” in geo 

search box & click GO 

3. Click on “ All Census Tracts 

in Orleans Parish, Louisiana & Click  

Add to put in Selection Box 

4. Click on X to 

exit Geography  

filter 
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1. Select the PL table(s) &  

click on View 

2. Completed 

table 



Scenario #2 

• Using “Quick Start” find income data for the 
City of Dallas.  Once the income data for 
Dallas is found, refine the search using the 
population filters to search income for males 
and females. 

• Note: if you have been on the system searching for 
other tables, you must click on  “Back to Search” to 
get back to the main page for you next search … 
never use the “back” button.   

• CLEAR ALL SELECTIONS BEFORE STARTING A NEW 
SEARCH! 
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Search Using Quick Start 
1. Begin by typing  

income into the  

topic box … as 

you type possible 

“matches” to income 

should appear. In this 

case, we select “income/ 

earnings (Households) &  

click to add to topic box. 

 

2.  We begin typing “Dallas” into 

the geography box … and we see 

the “Dallas city, Texas” appear as a 

match and click it into the geo box. 

3. Click 

on “GO” 
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1. Notice that our selection box now has 

“income/earnings (households)” and Dallas 

city, Texas 

2. We see many tables for income 

subjects, but now we want to refine our 

search  to income for males and females, 

so we click on “People” on the Topics filter 
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1. Click on “Age & 

Sex” and select sex 

 
Note: Once we select a   

topic, it disappears 

from the topics and 

“reappears” in  the 

selection box  

2. Once “sex” is put in our selection box, new tables 

will appear for our selection. We scroll down until we 

select “median nonfamily household income in 1999 

by sex of householder 

3. 1 table have been selected and now  

click on “view” 
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1. We now have the table and we  

can print or click on “Download” and view 

the table in several different formats 



Scenario #3 

• Using the “Filters” option, we will search for 
the 2010 Redistricting data for Arlington city, 
TX. 

• Note: if you have been on the system 
searching for other tables, you must click on  
“Back to Search” to get back to the main page 
for you next search … never use the “back” 
button.   

• CLEAR ALL SELECTIONS BEFORE STARTING A 
NEW SEARCH! 
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1. Using “Topics” scroll down to “Dataset” … 

select “2010 Redistricting Data SF (PL 94-171) and 

it will disappear from topics and be in your selections 

box 

Search Using the Filter Options 
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1. Click on the 

“Geographies” 

filter to expand 

2. In the geo name box,  

start typing Arlington and  

select “Arlington city, Texas 
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1.You now have 

Arlington city, Texas 

in your geography  

filters box 

 

2. Click on Arlington city, Texas 

in the Geography Results box  

4. Click on  

to close the  

geography  

overlay 

X 
3. Click on Add 

button to add 

Arlington city to 

your selection 

box  
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1. Our selection box 

now has the data 

PL 94-171 and the 

geo place … Arlington 

city, Texas 2. We now select P1 the 

race table and click on View 
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1. We can now print or 

download the table  



Scenario #4 

• Again, using the “filters” option, we are 
searching for the 2010 Redistricting Data for 
all census tracts within Anderson County, TX 

• Hint: Always use the word “within” when you 
start a “geo” in “geo” search! 

• Because we are still searching for “2010 
redistricting data, we can leave the topic as PL 
94-171 … but, remember to clear the 
geography selection! 
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1. Expand 

the  

geography 

filter by 

clicking on 

the arrow 

2. Type “all census tracts within Anderson 

County, Texas in the geo “write-in” box and 

click “GO” 

Another “Filter Option” Search 

TIP: How to enter phrases for the geography text search: 

Enter any of the phrases below to find a single search return: 

• all census tracts within  Hinds County, Mississippi 

• all blocks within New Orleans city, Louisiana 

• all blocks within census tract 122.04 in Dallas County, 

Texas 
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1. Click “All census tracts for Anderson County 

Texas” and click on “Add” to put it in Your Selection 

box   

2. Click the 

“X” to exit 

the  

Geography 

filter 
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1. Click on the P2 table and View 
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P2 Table for all tracts in 

Anderson County 

1. Use Modify Table  to 

Customize Your Results 
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1. You can transpose columns and rows 

2.  You can arrange columns in ascending or descending order 

3.  You can click on a check mark to hide a row or column, etc. 



Scenario #5 
• Using the “address search” function, we are 

searching for different geographies that 
include the address 8405 Van Pelt Dr., Dallas, 
TX 75228. 

• Note: if you have been on the system searching for 
other tables, you must click on  “Back to Search” to 
get back to the main page for you next search … 
never use the “back” button.   

• CLEAR ALL SELECTIONS BEFORE STARTING A 
NEW SEARCH! 
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1. Click on “street address” 

2. Enter street address & click “GO” 

Search using the  

“Address Search”  

Option 
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1.AFF found 16 census  

geographies for the  

address … 

select “Block” … 

 it will be added to  

“Your Selections” 

2. Click on the 

“X” to exit the 

geography filter 
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1. Click on table P1 Race 

& view the table 

Note: If you wanted to 

find this geography 

from the 2000 PL data, 

you would select 

“Topics”>Year>2000 

before starting your 

search 



Scenario #6 

• Using “Reference Maps”  
to view maps or select  
geographic areas to search data. 

• We will be searching for  
“Hispanic or Latino Origin”  
from 2010 Redistricting Data  
for North Central Texas Counties  
and then map the data 

• CLEAR ALL SELECTIONS BEFORE STARTING A 
NEW SEARCH! 
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1.  Select Texas & Click on “GO” 

2. Under “Select Geographies” select “County” 

Search Using  

“Reference Maps” 
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1. Select the Rectangle tool 

and draw a box around the 

North Central Texas area 

2. Look at the selected 

counties ( you can add 

or delete from here) 

3. Add to Your Selection 
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1. This shows your selected 

counties in yellow that are in your 

selection box 

2. After you add 

your selections, 

cancel out of the 

geography overlay 
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1. Double click table P2 to view … Hispanic or Latino, and not 

Hispanic or Latino by race 



39 

1. Click on “Create a Map” 

2. Select an individual cell on the row you want to be mapped> Hispanic or Latino 
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1. Click on “Show Map” 
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1. From here you have many choices 

• Change the color of you map 

• Change the “Data Classes” of your map 

• Add or change “Boundaries and Features” 

• Find a location 

• Make a Map Marker 
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To Make a Map Marker 

1. Click on the  “Identify (¡) tool 

2. Click on where you think  

Tarrant County is just to be sure 
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1. Select Map Markers> Place Point and select  

a point  within the County 

2. Add text by selecting the Text tool> type 

 “Tarrant County” and click on the Text tool 
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You can change the color  

of your map 

You can change the boundaries  

And features of your map 

You can print or download the map 

Into a variety of formats 



Scenario #7 
• Using Census 2000, what is the number of 

males under the age of 10 in Harrison and 
Hinds Counties, Mississippi? 

• We will create custom tables using “Legacy” 
and the new AFF 
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Legacy American FactFinder 

1. Legacy AFF 

Main Page 

2. From Data Sets 

Click on Decennial Census 
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Legacy American FactFinder 

1. Select SF1 & Click on 

“Custom Table” 
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Legacy American FactFinder 

1. Select Geography: 

• Select “County” as the geographic type 

• Select “Mississippi” as the state 

• Select “Harrison and Hinds” counties 

• Add each to the selection box 

• Click “next” 
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Legacy American FactFinder 

1. Selecting Data: 

• Click on table P12 “Sex by Age ( Total 

Population) 

• Click on “Go” 
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Legacy American FactFinder 

1. Selecting Data Elements: 

• Click on Male 

• Under 5 years 

• 5 to 9 years 

• Add to selection box 

1. Click “Next” 
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Legacy American FactFinder 

1. Click on “Show Result 

1. Results 
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New American FactFinder (2) 

 New AFF2 Main Page 

1. Type in “sex by age” 

2. Start typing in Harrison County, 

MS and you should see a type-ahead  

overlay window that displays common 

search terms. You can either continue  

to type or enter a selection from 

the type-head overlay window. 

3. Click “GO” 
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1. Type “Hinds County, Mississippi” in 

the geography search box 

2. Click “Go” 

New American FactFinder (2) 
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1. Hinds County is in  

the geography filter and also 

in the results 

2.  Click the Add box to 

place it in Your Selections 

New American FactFinder (2) 

3. Click on X  

to close the  

geo filter 
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New American FactFinder (2) 

1. We now have both Harrison and Hinds 

Counties in the Selection box 

2. We can now select our data table and we  

check P012 “Sex by Age” 

3. Click on view 
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New American FactFinder (2) 

1. We now have a table on sex & 

age for both counties  with 49  

categories 

2. Click on “Modify Table” to make  

a custom table for only males  

under the age of 10 for the 2 

counties 
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New American FactFinder (2) 

1. In modify a table,  

you can: 

• Show/hide rows &  

columns 

• Collapse/expand data  

categories 

• Rearrange columns &  

rows 

• Sort by ascending/descending  

order 

• Filter rows 
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New American FactFinder (2) 

1. Click on  

the – sign  

next to female 

to collapse the 

female category 

down to only 

“female “ 

2. Click the check mark 

next to female to hide 

the word “female” 

3. Check off the unwanted  

male age categories 
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New American FactFinder (2) 

This is our modified table for both  

Harrison and Hinds Counties for males 

under the age of 10 

Click on “Hide Table Tools” to complete table after  

Your modifications have been made 
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Custom Table from the Legacy American FactFinder 

Custom Table from the New American FactFinder (2) 



Scenario #8 

• Using the 2010 Census  
Demographic Profiles,  
find profiles for  
the State of MS,  
Oktibbeha County,  
and the City of Starkville. 
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1. From the Main  Page: 

• Select “Topics” 

• The Search Results page will display 
 

New American FactFinder (2) 
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New American FactFinder (2) 

2. From the “Search” Page: 

• Expand “Year” 

• Select “2010” 

• Expand “Dataset” 

• Select 2010 Demographic 

Profiles  
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3. “Your Selections” and your 

“Search Results” are updated 

New American FactFinder (2) 
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New American FactFinder (2) 

4. Selecting Geography: 

• Click on “Geographies” to open 

the geography filter 

• Click on “Within” filters & add 

each selection to “Your 

Selections” 

• Within State … Mississippi 

• Within County … Oktibbeha 

• Within Place … Starkville 

• Be sure to add each one as 

selected to “Your Selections” 

• Click on X to close geography 

filter 
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New American FactFinder (2) 

5. Getting the Data: 

• Double click on  “Profile of General Population and 

Housing Characteristics: 2010” 
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6. Results: 

• Click on down arrow on 

GEO: box to get profiles for 

• State 

• County 

• City 



Thank You 
• This is just a small sample of what the new AFF2 can 

do … features and functions are being added to the 
system daily! 

• The current plan is for all the data currently on the 
Legacy AFF (original) to be transitioned over to AFF2 
by September 2011. 

• One final request … We need your help in spreading 
the word to your family,  friends, and co-workers to 
answer census surveys … they are just as important 
as the every 10 year census in bringing needed 
services to your community!  
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It’s how America knows what America needs! 


