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Economic Census: What Is It? 
• Every 5 years --- in years ending in “2” and “7” ---  the 

Economic Census collects reliable business statistics that are 
essential to understanding the American economy. 
– Consistent: you can compare one industry or geographic area 

with another.  Most census reports use the same methods, 
classifications, & definitions. 

– Comparable: you can track and compare data for industries and 
geographic areas over time. Geographic notes and bridging data 
are provided when definitions or boundaries change. 

– Comprehensive: you can learn about most parts of the nonfarm 
private economy with: 

• Statistics for 18 of 20 industry sectors defined under NAICS 
• Statistics for all incorporated and unincorporated cities and towns in US with 2,500 

or more inhabitants or jobs. 
• The number of locations, employment, payroll, total revenue, and product sales for 

every industry – plus 150 detailed stats for various industries. 



New for 2012 Economic Census 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reporting changes
Electronic reporting … all single establishment businesses now have the option to report directly online.  Businesses with more than one location will download software with a spreadsheet interface to facilitate preparation of responses.
New Statistics … additional questions will be added to multi-unit company-level forms to gather key company-wide characteristics, including measures of innovation and globalization, size and diversity.
Industry Classification Updates
New Industries … 4 new industries have been separately identified from a residual industry in 2007 – NAICS 22119, Other Electric Power Generation.  These new industries identify renewable energy: Solar, Wind. Geothermal, Biomass, & Other
Realignment of Industries
Several industries have been realigned to reflect changes in the marketplace. The 2012 NAICS 443142, Electronics Stores, industry combines 4 2007 NAICS industries.
As the economy changes, some industries grow while others contract. The 2012 revision of NAICS included a comprehensive review of the manufacturing sector. The review resulted in a reduction by over 20% in the total number of manufacturing industries.
The 2012 to 2007 NAICS Concordance on the NAICS website shows all industry changes.
Bridging the Changes:
2012 Economic Census data will be published on a 2012 NAICS basis.  Additionally, the 2012 Economic Census data will be published on a 2007 NAICS basis in 2 reports.
Comparative Statistics, 2012 to 2007 will present both years of data together, with the 2012 data based on the 2007 classification system, for the US and states.
The Bridge Between 2012 NAICS & 2007 NAICS will help data users comparing those dates.
	



What Businesses Need to Know 





Key Dates: 2012 Economic Census 
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Using Data from the Economic Census 



Using Data from the Economic Census 



Using Data from the Economic Census 



Using Data from the Economic Census 



Thank You 
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